
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspio.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/758,967 



01/1 1/2001 



26161 7590 0671672006 

FISH & RICHARDSON PC 
P.O. BOX 1022 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440-1022 



Steven M. Bloom 



09857-054001 



9652 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, NGA B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3628 

DATE MAILED: 06/16/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



OffiFpp Af*tinn Stimmarv 


Application No. 

09/758,967 


Applicant(s) 
BLOOM ET AL 


Examiner 

Nga B. Nguyen 


Art Unit 

3628 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) T ' Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) Lj Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060612 



Application/Control Number: 09/758,967 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3628 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the Appeal Brief filed on March 27, 2006, 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-32 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but 
are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, particularly, an abstract idea. 

The claims, as presently claimed and best understood were reconsidered in light 
of the "Examination Guidelines for Computer-Related Inventions" and were found to be 
non-statutory. Discussion of the analysis of the claims under the guidelines follows. 

As to claims 1-15, the claimed invention is implemented as Non-Functional 
Descriptive Material PerSe. "A data structure that represents a financial product" is 
considered a non-functional descriptive material. Where certain types of descriptive 
material, such as music, literature, art, photographs and mere arrangements or 
compilations of facts or data, are merely stored so as to be read or outputted by a 
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computer without creating any functional interrelationship, either as part of the stored 
data or as part of the computing processes performed by the computer, then such 
descriptive material alone does not impart functionality either to the data as so 
structured, or to the computer. Such "descriptive material" is not a process, machine, 
manufacture or composition of matter. (Data consists of facts, which become 
information when they are seen in context and convey meaning to people. Computers 
process data without any understanding of what that data represents. Computer 
Dictionary 210 (Microsoft Press, 2d ed. 1994).) 

As to claims 16-32, the claimed invention manipulates an abstract idea without 
practical application in the technological arts, because the claimed invention does not 
produce a "useful, concrete and tangible result". The claimed invention as a whole must 
accomplish a practical application. That is, it must produce a "useful, concrete and 
tangible result." State Street, 149 F.3d at 1373, 47 USPQ2d at 1601-02. The purpose of 
this requirement is to limit patent protection to inventions that possess a certain level of 
"real world" value, as opposed to subject matter that represents nothing more than an 
idea or concept, or is simply a starting point for future investigation or research (Brenner 
v. Manson, 383 U.S. 519, 528-36, 148 USPQ 689, 693-96); In re Ziegler, 992, F.2d 
1197, 1200-03, 26 USPQ2d 1600, 1603-06 (Fed. Cir. 1993)). Accordingly, a complete 
disclosure should contain some indication of the practical application for the claimed 
invention, i.e., why the applicant believes the claimed invention is useful. 

A claim is limited to a practical application when the method, as claimed, 
produces a concrete, tangible and useful result; i.e., the method recites a step or act of 
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producing something that is concrete, tangible and useful. See AT &T, 172 F.3d at 
1358, 50 USPQ2d at 1452. Likewise, a machine claim is statutory when the machine, 
as claimed, produces a concrete, tangible and useful result (as in State Street, 149 F.3d 
at 1373, 47 USPQ2d at 1601) and/or when a specific machine is being claimed (as in 
Alappat, 33 F.3d at 1544, 31 USPQ2d at 1557. 

Therefore, for the reason set forth above, claims 1-32 are non-statutory, because 
they are directed solely to Non-Functional Descriptive Material PerSe and an abstract 
idea without practical application in the technological arts. 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 1-32 are rejected. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571 ) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
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Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 



Nga B. Nguyen 
June t2, 2006 



